The "Gnomes": An adventure in hepatopathology.
The "Gnomes" are an international group of liver pathologists and clinicians interested in liver morphology. The group was founded 30 years ago in an attempt to clarify the confusing concepts of chronic hepatitis that were then prevalent. Its first slide circulation and meeting resulted in the 1968 classification of chronic hepatitis. Recognizing the potential fruitfulness of the group, the members continued to meet for 2 or 3 days each year to discuss a variety of topics. The group has published nine reports that include guidelines for pathologists on different aspects of liver disease. Its membership has changed over the years, but many of the founding members continue to take part in the annual discussions.